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The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

The May General meeting will be held at
ACAM on May 22nd.

Please note that the meeting will begin
at 7:00 pm with the doors opening for
social time at 6:30. The business meeting
at the Museum will be about 45 minutes
long. Then we will adjourn to the new
control tower at Halifax International for
a tour at 8:00 pm.
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Air France Concorde (F-BTSD) performing an engine run-up at the end of the Alpha taxi-
way at Halifax International on Feb. 22nd, 2003. The announcement that the Concorde
will be retired means that this may have been the last Concorde to visit ever Halifax. See
Page 6.
Below: Doors and more have been happening at the Museum. See the Museum Notes sec-
tion beginning on page 9.

Photos by: Rob MacIlreith

Included In This Issue:

In the Cold of the Night
Service Learning Projects

Museum Notes
and much more!
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In The Cold of the Night
By: Don McClure

Don McClure standing in front of an Anson at No. 10 AOS in Chatham, N.B.
(Don McClure Photo)

In the early days of World War II,
things were not going well for the Al-
lies.  Aircrews were desperately required
for the Air War over Europe. Like Staff
Pilots at other British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan bases, the pilots at No. 10
AOS, in Chatham, N.B., were asked to
forego normal scheduled days off and to
fly what we commonly called “Double
Night Flights”.  This involved the pilots
to be available seven nights a week for
our first night briefing at 08:00 hrs and
airborne at 08:30 hrs and a night exer-
cise of approxmately 3 to 3.5 hrs. in the
air.  We would, then, land, have a short
snack that usually consisted of bacon and
eggs (nobody knew or at least never men-
tioned the word chlorestoral) and be back
in the Briefing Room at 01:30 hrs. and
airborne at 02:00 hrs. and another night
plan from 3-3.5 hrs.

In the late spring, summer, and early
fall days, these flights, when things went
well (they sometimes didn’t) could be
most pleasurable. Because most of us
were young and full of the exuberance of
youth and anxious to build up our flying
hours, we looked forward to these flights.
We knew that we were contributing to the
War effort and possibly our future in avia-
tion. One of the most pleasurable aspects
on a starlight night was being alone with
our thoughts and being aware of how
lucky we were to be doing something we
loved.  On the second night flight, we
would watch the dawn come up on our
return leg and welcome the start of a new
day. I will always remember the night that
I encountered “St. Elmo’s Fire”, when an
electrical discharge danced off all the
extremities of my control surfaces and,
although first startling, it became an ex-
perience to remember.

However, what about those cold win-
ter nights that I haven’t mentioned? I re-
member one winter - the winter of l942-
1943. This winter was unbearably cold
and the arctic spell began early in
December when our

outside air temperature gauge would in-
dicate minus 40 degrees centigrade. This
was the bottom limit of the gauge and,
with the needle resting “on the stop”; we
knew it was even colder.  The old Mk. 1
Anson did not have an adequate heating
system and what heat was dispensed, was
quickly nullified by the drafts created by
the many openings in the Anson fuselage.

On those cold, cold nights, the
twenty-six aircraft scheduled for the flight
would be kept in the hangar and only re-
leased one at a time.  Once an aircraft was
taken out of the hangar, the starting
crews would take over - one man would
install the inertia starter crank in the en-
gine nacelle and crank furiously while the
other ground crewman would be holding
the chock ropes and fire extinguisher. 
This would, of course, be repeated for the
second engine.  All the while, the poor
flight crews would be at their stations
within the aircraft and already starting
their “freezing process”.

There was no light, synthetic cloth-
ing in those early wartime days but we
were able to keep our bodies reasonably

warm by wearing winter long johns and
donning the RCAF issue “teddy bear” fur
flying suits covered by an outer shell with
a heavy wool sweater underneath. How-
ever, keeping our body extremities, such
as hands and feet, warm was another
matter. We couldn’t wear mitts on our
hands due to the necessity of keeping our
fingers separated in order to manually
operate the engine controls. At times, we
would resort to removing our inadequate
RCAF issue leather gauntlets and blow-
ing on our hands or placing them in our
mouths.  I remember one night in Dec.
1942, I had to land on Runway # 3 (our
shortest runway) over the top of another
Anson already on the runway with a
blown tire, and my fingers were so cold
and useless I had to effect the landing with
my arms and elbows.

 While our hands were cold, our feet
were colder and it was there that our suf-
fering was the most intense.  We usually
didn’t have the luxury of a co-pilot and
this was before the days of an autopilot
so we had to sit at the controls for a flight
of at least three hours. When it was that
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cold, we really suffered.  We wore heavy,
awkward RCAF issue fleece-lined win-
ter flying boots, however, these were
completely inadequate.  We wore heavy
wool socks but that was not enough.
Therefore, we tried such far-out methods
as covering our feet with felt but that
didn’t work.  Then someone came up with
the brilliant thought of putting wet char-
coal in our boots but that didn’t cut it ei-
ther. We were just doomed to suffer. One
night, upon completion of our flight, I had
a navigator jump from the Anson door to
the pavement in our parking area and
break a bone in his foot - there was just
no give to it due to the cold.

 A few of the less conscientious pi-
lots, quickly discovered that if you “ac-
cidentally” hit your wind screen in ex-
tremely cold conditions it would “blow
out” and a return to base would be neces-
sary.  This, of course, was affected shortly
after being airborne and, as there would
rarely be a spare aircraft, the pilot could
return to the warmth of the Pilot’s Mess
or to the arms of his loved one.  Manage-
ment soon put an end to this nonsense.

 As Staff Pilots in the British Com-
monwealth Air Training Plan, we knew
we would never be shot at nor would we
shoot at an enemy aircraft. Hence, we
knew we would never receive an air
medal or be “mentioned in dispatches”
but I have often thought there should have
been a special medal “struck” for inten-
sive suffering and torture in the cold win-
ter skies of New Brunswick.

[Editor’s Note: Don McClure is a mem-
ber of the Canadian Aviation Hall of
Fame. His CAHF bio is as follows:
Donald Stuart McClure of Shediac, NB.
Mr. McClure was awarded the Yorath
Trophy by the Royal Canadian Flying
Clubs an unprecedented sixteen times
over his aviation career of more than sixty
years.  His long association with the Air
Cadet movement, excellence in the area
of flight instruction and dedication to the
preservation of Canada’s aviation history
through his involvement with the CAHS
number only a few in his long list of ac-
complishments and contributions.
Don is a member of Turnbull Chapter of
the CAHS in New Brunswick, and has
been helping Frank MacLoon assemble
some information about #10 AOS at
Chatham. This is Don’s second contribu-
tion to our newsletter, his first was pub-
lished in the Jan. 2003 issue.]

Above: No. 10 AOS Pilots in full win-
ter flying gear by Anson Mk V. Circa
1944

(Don McClure Photo)

Avro Anson Mk I
Specifications:
Engines: Two 335 hp Armstrong
Siddeley Cheetah IX
Wing Span: 56 ft. 6 in.
Length: 42 ft. 3 in.
Height: 13 ft. 1 in.
Weight Empty: 5375 lbs.
Max Takeoff: 9300 lbs.
Max Speed: 188 mph.
Service Ceiling: 19,000 ft.
Range: 790 nm.

Do you have an aviation
story you’d like to tell?

The ACAM Newsletter
is always looking for
stories related to people
and aviation in Atlantic
Canada. Currently we
are in need of stories for
the July issue of our
Newsletter. Do you
think you can help?
Stories can be submit-
ted to:

acam@ednet.ns.ca

I am alive. Up here with the song of
the engine and the air whispering on
my face as the sunlight and shadows
play upon the banking, wheeling wings,
I am completely, vibrantly alive. With
the stick in my right hand and the
throttle in my left, and the rudder be-
neath my feet, I can savor that essence
from which life is made.

- Stephen Coonts
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Service Learning Projects
Story and Photos By: Ashley Ward Edited By: Rob MacIlreith

The Grade 8 ILS class at Leslie Tho-
mas Junior High School have been work-
ing on a Service Learning Project for the
Museum. Similar to the project com-
pleted in 2001, this group has been build-
ing a map of all the airfields in New-
foundland and Labrador. We started the
actual construction portion of our project
on February 12th, 2003. Some of the
things that we have learned about the
project and done are:

• Basic electricity theory and how
a circuit works.

• Map reading skills including
degrees, minutes, seconds.

• We reviewed basic wood shop
safety skills.

• Mounting castors on the cart we
built to move things around.

• We traced the map of New-
foundland and Labrador on a
piece of wood using the over-
head projector.

• We learned the required safety
rules to use a hand held jigsaw
so we could rough cut New-
foundland and Labrador out.

• Using the table saw, we cut out
most of the frame pieces for the
map display board and the but-
ton board of the display.

• We measured in 6 inches on the
map board to set up an arc to
cut out the rounded corners on
the map board.

• Mr. Mac. had to teach us about
compressed air and how to
safely use a compressor and nail
gun, how to load it and shoot it.
He also had to teach us how to
use the router to round the edges
over.

• We used the bandsaw and scroll
saw to manufacture several
parts of the project such as the
feet.

• Naomi cut out Newfoundland
and Labrador with some help
from Terry.

The Grade 8 ILS Class at Leslie Thomas and their Map Project in Early April.
Front Row: Ashlee, Josh N., Melissa. Seated: Terry, Naomi, Ashley, Brandon
and Tabitha. Standing: Ryan, Chris, Jeremy and Josh D.

Above Left: Naomi holds up Newfoundland after she cut most of it out.
Above Right: The map project prior to wiring at school.

Right: Josh D. and Tabitha are ready
to trim one of the map sides to length
on the table saw.  During this project,
the students have been improving their
team building skills and have devel-
oped a new additude in terms of what
they think they can do and what they
can actually do.
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• We learned what a chalk line is
and how it works, we also had
to learn how to read inches and
add fractions.

• The buttons on the button board
were all marked out and then
Brandon and Tabitha drilled the
holes for the board.

• The router was used to set the
proper thickness in the button
board for the switches to mount
on the board.

• A Sono-tube was used to make
the rounded corners on the map
board. We had a hard time fig-
uring out how to cut it exactly
in quarters until one of the stu-
dents thought we should use
some string to do it.

• We did make a couple of mis-
takes along the way and had to
learn how to use crack-filling
compound to fix them.

• After we finished assembling
the map board we prepared it for
painting and learned how to
paint with a brush and a roller.

• Paula Knowles, from Heart-
wood, came into class for 5 days

• We painted the map backing
board and the button board a
nice blue and painted all the map
surfaces green. The map was
then mounted on the backing
board.

• Once the map was mounted we
drilled all the holes for the
lights. We then had to flip the
board over and step drill the
lights.

• Then we used a rod to transfer
the names of the airfields to the
back of the map in order to make
it easier to wire the map up.

• We installed the switches on the
button board and began some
wiring.

In early April, the school had its Stu-
dent Showcase Night, in which the par-
ents were invited to the school to see what
the student body has been doing. Our
class presented the map project to the par-
ents, as well as, a power point diary of
the project and a rough draft of the Heart-
wood Service Learning Promotional
Video that our class participated in.

For the rest of the project we have
the wiring to complete and barrier strips
to install. Also we have to wire up the
connectors between the map board and
the button board. We also have to build
the bracket that the map will be mounted
to the wall with. We hope to have our
project completed by mid-May and visit
the Museum in late May or early June.
Overall, our project is really great and it
was a lot of fun to do!

[Teacher’s Note: This project has
provided the students with the opportu-
nity to give something back to the com-
munity and to prove to adults that the
youth of our community can make a sig-
nificant contribution to the community
when given the chance. Thanks to the
Museum and the School Administration
for the chance to work on such a project.]

and interviewed some of us and
filmed our class for a promo-
tional video on Service Learn-
ing. To be distributed through-
out the province.

Above: Ashlee transfers the names of
airfields from the front of the map to
the back in preperation for wiring.

Top Left: Chris is learning to use the
nail gun and fastening the feet on the
map display.
Middle: Josh D learns to use the router
to set the depth of the switches for the
button board.
Bottom: Step drilling the holes for the
lights.
Above: Paula Knowles, Chris and
Brandon look at the video tape after
they completed an interview for the
Heartwood promotional video.
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The Last Concorde to Visit Halifax?
By: Rob MacIlreith

In late February, the Concorde (F-
BTSD) landed at Halifax International
with engine trouble. It is not the first time
a Concorde has had to land at Halifax for
engine problems, but it may be the last.
The announcement of the retirement of
the Concorde fleet came on April 10th

from British Airways and Air France and
came as somewhat of a surprise to many.
However, in the wake of declining prof-
its following the downturn in the avia-
tion industry in the post 9-11 World, Brit-
ish Airways have only been filling 20%
of the 100 seats on each aircraft.

With the tragic loss of an Air France
Concorde (F-BTSC) after takeoff at
Charles de Gaulle airport on July 25th,
2000, there are only 5 Concorde left fly-
ing with Air France and 7 with British
Airways. Air France has announced that
its last Concorde flight will be on May
31st. British Airways has said it will stop
flying the Concorde in October, however,
a last flight date has not been announced.

The roots of the Concorde go back
to the mid 1950’s when the first talk of a
Super Sonic Transport (SST) began. In
Britain, a Super Sonic Transport Aircraft
Committee was formed under Sir Morien
Morgan. A French team also began de-
signing their own SST during the same
time period and it was remarkable how
similar the 2 designs were. On Novem-
ber 29, 1962 an Intergovernmental Agree-
ment was signed between France and
Britain and the name Concorde was ap-
plied to the project in 1963.

A proposed American SST design
that was to be capable of carrying 250
passengers at Mach 3 threatened the
Concorde program for a time. However,
in the end the American project never
really got off the drafting boards. Prob-
lems with protestors who considered the
SST to be a menace to the environment
caused many headaches for the Ameri-
can design team, as well as, the Concorde
itself. By 1965, the design was frozen and

construction began on Prototypes 001 and
002 began in Europe.  These prototypes
were used to explore many routes. How-
ever, it was the transatlantic routes that
showed the most profitability for the air-
craft.

Even at this early stage in the pro-
gram, the Concorde was proving itself to
be a very reliable airframe design. In fact,
during the entire life of the Concorde, the
aircraft has had a reliability rating in ex-
cess of 93%. Many would consider that
to be a remarkable achievement for a late
1950’s design. Despite the mystic and
awe that surrounds the Concorde, even
to this day, one must consider the age in
which it was designed. The cockpit is of
1950’s vintage with “steam gauge” instru-
mentation and not the slick glass cock-
pits that many people expect to see in a
modern airliner today.

Despite the advances in speed for the
passengers and the number of options that
were taken on the Concorde, in the end
only 20 were constructed and the sole
operators would be British Airways and
Air France. British Airways and Braniff
offered a joint service for a while, but
British Airways owned the aircraft. A few
Concorde had Singapore Airlines mark

Air France Concorde (F-BTSD) in the Air Canada Hangar at Halifax Interna-
tional Airport in Feb 2003.

(Photo via Gene Hamilton)
ings for a short time, but again British
Airways owned these airframes as well.
British Airways even proposed a partner-
ship with Fed Ex for super sonic cargo
delivery, but that venture also folded. Pan
Am opted not to exercise its options to
buy the Concorde in light of the protest
movement in the United States over the
aircraft. Protestors even managed to de-
lay service into New York for 19 months
until a court ruled that the aircraft could
fly into the city. In the process, Air France
and British Airways conducted tests with
noise instruments that proved the
Concorde is slightly quieter than a Boeing
707.

Prototype 001 was retired to a Mu-
seum at Le Bourget, France, in 1973 and
Prototype 002 was retired to the Museum
at Yeovilton, UK, in 1976, where they re-
main today. The fate of the 12 remaining
aircraft is yet to be decided, although both
Air France and British Airways have
stated that they will be made available to
Museums and for public display at air-
ports such as Heathrow. [See the sidebar
for complete fleet information.] A pro-
posal by Richard Branson, owner of Vir-
gin Atlantic, to buy the British Airways
Fleet and keep it operating was turned
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down. So the stage is set for the final
flights of such a wonderful sleek aircraft.
It will prove to be interesting to see if the
passenger rates jump from a fit of nostal-
gia, now that the end is near.

The Concorde has always been a
glamorous symbol of commercial avia-
tion, mostly due to the high priced cli-
ents it carried. Some of people and events
that have become synonymous with the
Concorde include passengers: Queen
Elizabeth, Elizabeth Taylor, Sting,
Michael Jackson, business execs, and
super-models. Also, Phil Collins made
history with the Concorde in 1985 per-
forming during the Live Aid concert in
London, then hoping on the Concorde he
resumed the concert in Philadelphia a few
hours later. Goodwill Travel is currently
booking tickets on the Concorde with the
following package deal! [Editor’s Note:
It’s always nice to see how the other half
lives!]

Above: F-BTSD On the ramp at
Halifax in February.

(Gene Hamilton Photo)
Left: During engine run-ups at the end
of the Alpha taxi-way on Feb. 22nd at
9:00 am.  The aircraft was doing en-
gine testing for well over an hour. The
amount of snow that was blown around
when they first started was very im-
pressive!

(Rob MacIlreith Photo)
Left Bottom: Taking off from Halifax
International late afternoon on Feb
22nd. Was this the last time we will see
a Concorde in Halifax?

(Bill Leeming Photos)
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Some final comments on the
Concorde from the men who run the com-
panies that operate her. “Never has such
a beautiful object been designed and built
by man,” said Air France President Jean-
Cyril Spinetta. “With it’s going, we must
lose some of the romance from aviation.
Concorde looked fantanstic. You cannot
lose such an aircraft without shedding a
tear.” – British Airways Chief Executive
Rod Eddington.

Right: The disposition of the Concorde
Fleet as of July 2001. Information from
the excellent Concorde Website: http:/
/www.concordesst.com/

FAREWELL TO

CONCORDE NEW YORK
Fly London or Manchester to New

York by British Airways Boeing 747 in
Economy Class Fly New York to Lon-
don by British Airways Concorde. One
night at the Intercontinental Barclay Ho-
tel in the heart of Manhattan, with Chauf-
feur Car that transfers you from New
York JFK Airport to the hotel and return.
Extra Nights at the hotel at £105 per per-
son per night.
PRICES PER PERSON
CONCORDE FROM NEW YORK TO
LONDON ON SUNDAY, TUESDAY,
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, OR SAT-
URDAY
Boeing 747 in World Traveller
(Economy) out/Concorde return - £2835
Boeing 747 in World Traveller Plus out/
Concorde return - £3020
Boeing 747 in Club World out/Concorde
return - £3585
Boeing 747 in First Class out/Concorde
return - £4270
[Editor’s Note: At the time of publica-
tion, the exchange from $Canadian to
the Pound was $2.30 to the Pound.]

Aircraft # Registration
Flight Hours
as of 2001

Notes

001 F-WTSS 812
Preserved at Le Bou
Paris.

002 G-BSST 835 Preserved at Yeovilt

01 G-AXDN 632 Preserved at IWM D

02 F-WTSA 656
Preserved on display
Airport, Paris

201 F-WTSB 754
On display at Aeros
HQ at Toulouse, Fra

202 G-BBDG 803
Owned by BA, stor
Filton and used for p

203 F-BTSC 11,989
Fatal crash July 25th
Paris

204 G-BOAC 21,531 Flying with British A

205 F-BVFA 17,350 Flying with Air Fran

206 G-BOAA 22,786
Owned by BA, stor
Heathrow.

207 F-BVFB 14,100 Flying with Air Fran

An aircraft which is used by wealthy
people on their expense accounts,
whose fares are subsidized by much
poorer taxpayers.

- Denis Healey, British Labour
Party, on the Concorde.
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Concorde F-BTSD
We did not realize it at the time of

its visit to Halifax but F-BTSD is actu-
ally unique amoung the Concorde fleet
in several ways; F-BTSD holds the world
record for fastest flights around the world
in both directions:

• Westbound RTW: 12-13 Octo-
ber 1992: 32 hours 49 minutes
03 seconds.
Lisbon-Santo Domingo-
Acapulco-Honolulu-Guam-
Bangkok- Bahrain-Lisbon.

• Eastbound RTW: 15-16 August
1995: 31 hours 27 minutes 49
seconds.
New York/JFK-Toulouse-
D u b a i - B a n g k o k - G u a m
(Andersen AFB)- Honolulu-
Acapulco-New York/JFK.

The Eastbound (1995) record is the
current GUINNESS BOOK OF
RECORDS official world record.

In April 1996 F-BTSD was painted
in a Special Pespi colors when Pepsi Cola
undertook a major $500 million US re-
branding project.
[h t tp : / /www.concordess t . com/
213.html]

F-BTSD was painted in the Pepsi liv-
ery for 2 weeks in the mid 1990’s
Picture of aircraft at Dublin by Carl
Ford

http://www.concordesst.com/213.html

The probability of survival is equal
to the angle of arrival.

- Cliché

Museum Notes
TBM Avenger

Work on ACAM’s TBM Avenger
during the winter months is limited to
items that can be worked on in shops at
volunteer’s houses. Actual restoration of
the aircraft is carried out on the FPL ramp
and the winter weather prevents that
work.

Unusually cold October weather
caused an early shut down of work on
the aircraft.  When “put to bed” for the
winter, the rebuild of the right wing was
completed and both it and the bomb tank
had been installed.  These were the ma-
jor work items during the 2002 restora-
tion season; other restoration jobs such
as the “Tracker” brake installation and
bomb tank fairings were also completed.

During the winter month’s, Clem
Crocker fabricated control rods for the
cooling gills and has also started work
on the replacement rear canopy.  The ob-
jective is to install a canopy that will be
the same as the post war military type
common to many of the FPL Air Tankers
and in particular, Tanker 24, the aircraft
the restoration has been patterned after.

Mounting pieces for the escape
hatches have been obtained through an
exchange with the CAF Avenger project
in Baltimore.  With these on hand we can
then move onto complete the section of
the canopy between the escape hatches

and the rear cockpit.
Working at the Aircraft Maintenance

School in Moncton, Gord Nielson has
been recovering the remaining control
surfaces.  Some stitching remains to be
completed on the rudder and one eleva-
tor and all surfaces have been “Rand-o
Proofed”.   The clear and yellow doping
can now take place with warmer weather.
Fabric has been acquired with the help
of ACAM and others.  There is some
possibility of a limited amount of clear
dope being acquired but clearly additional
amounts required to complete the project
will have to be purchased.

Below: Gord Nielson working on the
rudder at the Aircraft Maintenance
School in Moncton.
Bottom: The TBM Avenger restoration
on the FPL ramp in the fall of 2003.

(Frank MacLoon Photos)
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Instrument panel markings are being
completed in preparation for installation
and other remaining items that need to
be acquired are being sought.  These are
largely a few cockpit fittings and hydrau-
lic servos related to the bomb door oper-
ating system.

An updated inventory of used parts
that have been acquired and are suitable
for sale is being completed and we are
hoping that this will supply sufficient
funds to cover the cost of remaining ma-
terial needs.

Our first efforts, as warmer weather
arrives, will be to clean and paint the in-
terior, fabricate the remaining canopy sec-
tions and finish the control surfaces re-
covering. This will be followed by
reskinning of a section of damaged alu-
minum skin under the right wing along
with a few other small areas needing at-
tention.

With these items completed, we will
then move onto the many remaining items
including final engine components and
details, fitting of control surfaces and
connection of control cables, and instal-
lation of the internal components and fit-
tings.  With the many other detailed items
then to be undertaken, we hope to ensure
an accurate representation of an opera-
tional Forest Protection Ltd TBM Air
Tanker.

Our objective is to have the bulk of
the structural work completed by the end
of this season, with the hope that exter-
nal surface preparation and painting can
be undertaken in 2004.  Progress to final
completion will, as always, depend on
favorable weather.

With some 8,000 hours committed
to date to the project we have learned that
achieving a Museum quality reconstruc-
tion of a relatively large and complex air-
craft such as the TBM Avenger is very
lengthy and challenging, but a really fas-
cinating, project. We believe it will pro-
vide the Museum with an excellent ex-
ample, not only of a very efficient forest
fire fighting Air Tanker but also of the
adaptation of a former military aircraft
to a very useful civil role.

Facility:
Work at the Museum continues to

progress throughout the late winter and
early spring. Many jobs have been iden-
tified that need to be completed for the
improvement of the Museum’s presenta-
tion to the public. Several of these jobs
have been started and a couple of the
smaller jobs have been completed. For a
list of all the jobs that have been identi-
fied and prioritized see: http://
acam.ednet.ns.ca/jobs.htm many of these
jobs require manpower to complete them.
If you see a job on the list that interests
you, contact Rob to sign up for it. Your
help is needed and appreciated.

One major job that has been under-
taken this fall that will be noticed by most
of our visitors is the dry walling of the
tunnel that connects the Silver Dart build-
ing with the new display hangar. When
this job is complete the tunnel will have
a T-bar roof, painted floor, additional dis-
plays and improved lighting. The map

Above: The tunnel looking up the
ramp from the new hangar.
display project on page 4-5 will be hung
in this area. Eventually, the Museum’s
Hall of Fame will be displayed in this area
as well.

Dave McMahon has also begun
framing around the old fireplace in the
gift shop in order to add more slat wall to
the gift shop. This additional slat wall will
increase the storage space in the gift shop
and improve displays of the merchandise.

Ercoupe and Jetstar:
The number 1 job identified in our

planning session on Feb. 15th was the
need to raise the Jetstar off the floor and
take the pressure off of the tires of the
aircraft. In order to facilitate this, the
Ercoupe needed to be raised another 24
inches in the air. This was no small job
but was undertaken by Don Hirtle and
Gene Hamilton and completed with the
help of several members and the air stairs.
Gene made up the required 24-inch post
extensions. The Ercoupe now soars
higher over the Museum and all mem-
bers have noted that the viewing of the
aircraft has been significantly improved,

as it does not look as crowded to the
Jetstar. The Jetstar will be raised just
enough to lift the tires off the ground.
Currently, Danny McLaughlin is work-
ing on stands for the Jetstar.  Once this
job is complete, proper stairs for the air-
craft will be built and aircraft restoration
will resume some time after that.

Below: Photos of the Ercoupe raised
higher in the air. Note the separation
between the wing and Jetstar fuselage
in the photo at left. The display boards
will be rounded to match our new dis-
play board style and then remounted
on the posts.
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Canso:
The Canso tail section continues to

progress with riveting, fabricating, and
test fitting replacement parts for the trim
tab. Work has slowed on the project
somewhat over the last couple of months
as the crew has helped out on other
projects. The most noticeable changes in
the restoration have come with the fabric
work on the rudder. Bill Leeming has un-
dertaken this portion of the project and is
making good progress. As the weather
warms, the rudder should near a stage to
be doped and painted. The crew is look-

ing forward to the day that the tail as-
sembly can be hoisted onto the aircraft
and bolted into place.

Additionally, Don has begun to sort
through our stockpile of hardware and
sort some of the rare, less needed hard-
ware out for storage. These materials will
have to be relocated in order to carry out
some planned work in the future.  It
should be noted that this project is a very
large job that can be a bit tedious at times,
I am sure that Don would welcome any
help, if even for a couple of hours.

Top: Trim tab parts fabrication.
Bottom: Tail section work.

Above: The rudder of the Canso being
covered in fabric in mid April.

Above: Don Hirtle has been making
progress sorting through the rivit  piles.

New Airline Seats (above):
The Museum would like to thank Air
Canada for donating 3 pairs of DC-9
seats. These seats will be cleaned up and
modified slightly for use in the Museum
at some time in the future. Modifications
need to be made to the legs of the seats.
One side of the seat appears to have been
bolted onto the fuselage of the DC-9,
therefore, legs will need to be fashioned
to use the seats in a stand alone location.
If someone would be interested in taking
on this project they can contact Rob.

Bell 47 J-2:
Dave Powell continues to work away

at the Bell 47 restoration. In March, the
doors were added to the Bubble section
greatly improving the look of the heli-
copter. While there is a lot of work left to
go to complete the restoration, it looks

more and more like a project that is near-
ing completion. Once complete the Bell
47 will be relocated into the Silver Dart
building to take its place beside its
younger brother the Jet Ranger helicop-
ter.
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Above: Dave McMahon recently com-
pleted the 434 T-33 and Challenger
models for the 434 Squadron display.

Above: John Christie has begun to organize the bunker storage area behind the
Jetstar. This is a big job that needs to be addressed. Parts are being identified
and tagged for long or short term storage, as the case may be.

Sabre Exhibit and Grade 7 Service
Learning Project:

A class of grade 7 students at Leslie
Thomas have been working on new dis-
play cabinets for the Sabre exhibit. Barry
Rodenhiser has provided the school with
plans for a computer kiosk, mannequin
cabinets, display boards and shadow box
exhibit cases. These cabinets will match
the new style of design that was imple-
mented with the Pratt and Whitney dis-
play. At the present time the computer
kiosk is complete and the mannequin
cabinets are started. The project is behind
schedule at this time, however, the stu-
dents have completed a portion of the
project saving the Museum the invest-
ment in manpower.

Their teacher feels that they should
complete the mannequin cabinets before
the end of the year and possibly start the
display boards. The grade 8 class men-
tioned on pages 4-5 will begin to help
the grade 7 group as soon as their map
project is complete.
Left: The Computer Kiosk at the
School during the Student Showcase.
The computer was running the Sabre
display for the Museum that night.

Thank You to EnCana Corportation for
donating a computer system to run the
Sabre display. The computer will be in-

stalled in the Museum as soon as the
cabinets are complete!



The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
May / June 2003

 Page 13

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

Above: Shelves have been added to the
Pratt & Whitney display cabinet. Dave
McMahon will be putting more mod-
els in the cabinet in the next few weeks.

Interested In Touring the New Control
Tower At Halifax International

Airport?

NavCan has provided the opportunity for ACAM
members to tour the tower facility at Halifax after

our General Meeting on May 22nd.

Museum opens @ 6:30
Meeting at ACAM begins @ 7:00

Tour starts @ 8:00

Hope to see you all there!

Letter To the Editor
The following letter was recieved by Ron
Cunningham and is from Donat
Robichaud, the original author of the
Moscow de Miscou story that ran in our
November 2002 issue.

Dear Mr. Cunningham:
Quite a pleasent surprise to receive

your latest November Newsletter. I am
sorry to say that Father Ernest Chiasson
died in 1996 [at] age 94. As is often the
case, I regret that I did not take more time
to further investigate into this matter.
Even during his last few years, he had a
great memory.

My cousin Antonine Robichaud is
still alive, close to 90. She lives with her
sister Leona, Mys Louis Félix Bourque
in Bouctouche. I dropped in to see her in
October, but she [has] lost most of her
memory and is very hard of hearing.
When Antonine was at the switchboard
continuously for 36 hours, a Toronto re-
porter had taken her picture , and on the
wall behind her, was a picture of Diana

Durbin, Hollywood star singer. She hap-
pened to see the picture and promptly sent
an autographed picture of her own to
Antonine. Unfortunately, this picture,
upon moving to Moncton, was left in the
basement and spoiled.

As for the pair of skis that were given
to RCMP Maurice Monette, I had talked
to his son Louis, former mayor of
Paquetville, where I was stationed from
1987-2000, and they did not realize it
would have been a Museum piece and
used them and later threw them away...

There are not many old airplane sto-
ries in our area. Angus McLean, presi-
dent of Bathhurst Pulp and Paper Com-
pany, used to hold in the early 20’s an
annual picnic on Youghal Beach for em-
ployees and families. The highlight was
the visit of a seaplane, with rides for the
“bravest”.

Many thanks for your kindness and
especially making such a wonderful job
of further documenting and editing this
newsletter. Also thanks for your interest
in a Miscou memorial of some kind.

Donat Robichaud

Above: A TBM crash in the
Miramichi River on May 8th, 1975
during a flight from Fredericton.
Engine problems brought the air-
craft down short of the airstrip at
Dunphy and the pilot landed in the
river. He landed OK with wheels up
and began to float down the spring-
swollen river somewhat surprised
and distressed and put his gear
down to try to stop it. Eventually it
did and the aircraft was pulled out
of the river but so badly damaged
that it was scrapped.
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In the Air and On the Ground

Above: A look back at historic Halifax and the F2H-3 Banshee.  There were
many such photos of the Banshee taken over the MacDonald Bridge in Halifax,
a good number of them being flown in the CO’s aircraft “100” s/n 126392. This
photo is different then most versions the editor has seen (including the 4 in my
own collection) as it also shows HMCS Bonaventure docked just under the bridge.

(Photo via Frank MacLoon)

Above: Lockheed L-1011 N822DE is
owned by Duane Egli and based in
Ostende, Belgium. Seen here at YHZ
in Feb.

(Rob MacIlreith, Photo)
Cargojet now stops at Halifax regu-
larly with their 727 cargo service, com-
peting with FedEx and Puralator.

(Rob MacIlreith, Photo)

EC-130H (73-1592) assigned to the 355th Wing at Davis Monthan AFB. Note
the “fishnet” of cable antennas on the tail.

(Rob MacIlreith, Photo)

Above: DC-9 Skytrain (163036) be-
longing to the U.S. Navy,  assigned to
VR-52 based at NAS Atlanta, taxies in
at Halifax in March.

(Rob MacIlreith, Photo)

It’s wonderful to climb the liquid
mountains of the sky, behind me and
before me is God and I have no fears.

-Helen Keller, at age 74, on flight
around the world, news reports of

Feb. 5th, 1955.
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Above: 2 Hunter Mk 58’s that now fly
with the Northern Lights. The aircraft
were in Halifax for some training with
the fleet. The Northern Lights have
been contracted by the government to
do the combat support jobs that 434
Squadron use to do before it was dis-
banded.  These aircraft are former
Swiss aircraft. The Northern Lights
have 4 Hunters, 2 on each Coast.

(Rob MacIlreith, Photos)

A New Section of Photos called: “Oops!”

The Text on the top photo says, “These
pictures are apparently of an Express
Airlines Saab in Memphis. The me-
chanics had pushed the plane out of the
hanger after working on it all night.
What they failed to do was have some-
one riding the brakes in the plane,
failed to bring chocks, failed to set the
parking break and failed to set the tug
parking brake. They then left the air-
craft unattended.
When they returned to the aircraft...
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President’s Message
From the Desk of Rob MacIlreith

As the weather finally begins to
warm up and turn nicer, the Museum pre-
pares to open for its 17th season in our
current location and our 26th year of ex-
istence. A downturn in the economy,
coupled with uncertain travel conditions
due to the War in the Middle East and the
SARS scare means that Nova Scotia
might be facing a year in which tourism
may be significantly down. Therefore, it
is more important than ever for our mem-
bership to do all it can to persuade the
public to visit the facility and keep our
visitation up. The Executive is looking
for ways to increase our public profile
without “breaking the bank”, improved
new signage for the building is being ex-
amined and worked on, as well as, other
methods of public promotion. I encour-
age all of you to make an effort to visit
the facility this year and to bring some
friends or family with you.

Membership continues to be an is-
sue with which we struggle. Dave
McMahon has sent out letters to former
members inviting them to renew their
membership with the Museum in the
hopes of boosting our numbers. At our
May General Meeting, Ron Cunningham
has organized a tour of the new control
tower at the airport. Why not come out
to that meeting and bring a friend with
you that might be interested in seeing
what the Museum is all about. My thanks
to Ron for taking the time to organize our
little “field trip”; a future tour of another
airport facility is being planned for July.

A special thanks to the members that
have volunteered to undertake some of
the jobs on our priority list; at the time of
writing, 11 jobs, that were identified on
the Feb 15th planning session were com-
pleted I would like to have a gathering of
Sat. guys on May 24th for a review of
the list and to see what other jobs we have
identified and need to add. We will
reprioritize at that point. If you have sug-
gested jobs you think need to be ad-

dressed and will not be there on May 24th,
please forward them to me in advance.
The current job list can be viewed on-
line at: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca/jobs.htm
A copy of this list is kept in the work-
shop at the Museum, although a new one
is not generated weekly.

I would like to take a minute here
and say a special thanks to Barry
Rodenhiser, who has devoted hours to the
Museum setting up an employee hand-
book with master copies of required pa-
perwork. This book should be very use-
ful to the Museum in the future. Addi-
tionally, Barry has spent many hours de-
signing a new logo for new Museum
signage as a beginning to an identity pro-
gram. We see these changes as the begin-
ning stages of planning for the 100th An-
niversary of Flight in Canada in 2009, an
event that our Museum must make sure
that it is involved with and begin plan-
ning for now. Several people are already
involved with grant application planning
and we will get together in the near fu-
ture for further planning.

With the warm weather coming, I
would personally like to see a family
event planned for our Museum this sum-
mer as a way to bring out  wives and chil-
dren of our membership. If this event is
going to happen, someone will have to
volunteer to plan the event. If there is an
interest within the membership, please
contact me. I would be interested in hear-
ing some feedback from the membership
regarding it.

I would also like to note that Reg
Clarke has been presented with a volun-
teer award from the Halifax Regional
Municipality. Congratulations Reg! It has
been well earned! I am told that Reg has
met with the Premier and the Mayor both.
Reg will be providing more information
on the event in a future issue.

Enjoy the warmth of the sun and re-
member your sun-screen when watching
aircraft. I hope to see you at the Museum
over the summer and if not there then
maybe at the end of a runway.

Rob MacIlreith

Interested in Advertising
in the

Museum Newsletter?
In an effort to find new ways to gen-
erate additional revenue for the Mu-
seum, we are offering advertising
space in our newsletter. If your in-
terested in placing an advertisement
in our newsletter. Contact the Edi-
tor at: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Prices are listed Per Issue
Business Card Size $10.00

1/4 Page $50.00
1/2 Page $100.00
Full Page $175.00

Full Back Page $200.00

Earthbound souls know only the
underside of the atmosphere in
which they live... but go higher -
above the dust and water vapor -
and the sky turns dark until one
can see the stars at noon.

- Jacquline Cochran

Upcoming Events
at ACAM

Tentative Opening Date
May 12th

General Meeting
May 22nd

Control Tower Tour at YHZ
May 22nd

Metro Military Modellers Meeting
June 18th

General Meeting and tour
July 24th

Metro Military Modellers Meeting
August 20th


